
































THE CATHOLIC MIND 
VOL. XXVIII, No. 24, December 22, 1930 


The Manger Throne 
Rev. JoHN H. Fasy, S.J. 


A sermon found among the papers of the late Father Fasy, 
who died just before Christmas, 1928. 


“Behold this child is set for the fall, and the resurrection 
of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be contra- 
dicted . . . that out of many hearts thoughts may be re- 
vealed” (Luke ii, 34-35). 


N all the long ages of this world’s history there is one 

central, commanding figure. It is the figure of Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Son of God, true God and true man, 
God from all eternity, made man in the course of time and 
come into the world, its Saviour. Centuries of man’s life 
on earth had passed before God clothed Himself with our 
humanity and came to live His mortal life with mortal man. 
Thousands of years with their countless lives, their cease- 
less activity, their never-ending round of joy and sorrow, 
pain and pleasure, thousands of years came and went be- 
tween the day when Almighty God spoke to disobedient 
man in the Garden of Paradise and promised him a Re- 
deemer and the night when the hillsides of Bethlehem 
sounded the voices of angels in a hymn of praise to the new- 
born Saviour. For thousands of years men had been born, 
had lived and had died, had lived and sought for happiness, 
lived and laughed and wept, loved and hated, struggled and 
fought and sinned—yes, sin heaped upon sin—and then had 
died. And all the while the world went its way and waited 
and God waited too, waited till in the eternal decree of 
His Providence the day dawned and the hour came when 
out of Nazareth should come salvation and out of Bethle- 
hem should go forth the captain of His people Israel. And 
when the whole world was at peace, Jesus Christ was born, 
the expected of nations, the longed-for one of Israel. 

The period of waiting was at an end, God’s promise kept, 
the prophecies fulfilled. Heaven and earth had kissed in 
peace, man was lifted up to God, God had come down to 
man. “And Mary brought forth her first-born son and 
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wrapped Him up in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 
It was the first Christmas day. Mary and Joseph knelt 
down on the cold, hard ground and adored the Christ Child, 
and shepherds from the hillsides near Bethlehem came with 
haste and saw the word that had come to pass and returned 
glorifying and praising God. 

Today, my brethren, like Mary and Joseph and the shep- 
herds, we are gathered here at the foot of Christ’s manger- 
crib to keep with one another and with Him another Christ- 
mas Day. And as we kneel and look fondly at the Holy 
Child, our hearts throb with Christmas joy, that joy which 
only Christ and thoughts of Christ can give. This Christ- 
mas joy will be still deeper and truer, and our hearts will 
be filled as never before with love and gratitude—the real 
elements of happiness—if we can today come a little closer 
to the Divine Child as He lies on His bed of rough straw, 
and learn a little more about Him and His spirit; if we 
can appreciate a little better what He has done and what 
He is doing for us and for all the world of which we are so 
small a part; if we can understand how lonely this world 
and how hard this life would be, had there been no Bethle- 
hem with its crib and Holy Child, were there now no Christ- 
mas Day with its message of peace and joy and salvation 
ringing down the centuries from the angels of Christmas 
Night. 

To learn this lesson well, to appreciate, as far as with 
God’s grace we may—and for this grace let us all now 
humbly pray—to appreciate how stupendous an act of God’s 
bounty was this giving of His only-begotten Son to the 
world, to realize what untold consequences to all mankind 
Christ’s birth at Bethlehem brought with it, to understand 
the place and mission, chosen from all eternity, the place 
and mission of Jesus Christ, the Infant God of Bethlehem, 
in this world of men, I ask you now to recall and consider 
for a few moments the words that were spoken of Christ and 
His mission by the inspired tongue of the aged Simeon. 

Forty days after His birth, Jesus was carried to the 
temple of Jerusalem and offered by Mary and Joseph to 
His Eternal Father. The Gospel tells us that the old man 
Simeon came by the Holy Ghost into the Temple, took the 
Child in his arms, and said to Mary, His Mother: “Behold, 
this child is set for the fall, and for the resurrection of 
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many in Israel, and for a sign that shall be contra- 
dicted ...” These words, my brethren, tell, so briefly yet 
so thoroughly and so vividly, the whole life story of the 
Child that is born for us today that we can do no better 
than to make them the subject of a little Christmas medita- 
tion. 

“This child is set for the ruin of many,—for a sign 
which shall be contradicted.” A strange note, this, to sound 
on Christmas Day! Strange, that while all the world re- 
joices and is glad, He whose birth is the fountainhead and 
source of all its joy should be heralded as a sign of contra- 
diction! Yet how well have those prophetic words seen ful- 
filment! 

When Jesus Christ came down from Heaven, He came 
in a way that was sure to invite rejection at the hands of a 
world that was maddened in its search for riches, honors, 
pleasures and luxury; a world that was ambitious, intem- 
perate, proud and impure. That the Eternal God should be 
born a helpless child, the uncreated should become a crea- 
ture, the unchangeable should suffer, that a virgin should 
become a mother, that the King of Heaven should be 
housed in a stable, cradled in a manger, bound in swad- 
dling clothes and warmed only by the breath of a dumb 
beast, that He who was the expected of nations, the long- 
promised deliverer of Israel should come into His chosen 
people in the stillness of a winter’s night, should come as a 
helpless babe, that He should announce His royal presence 
first of all to the poor and ignorant shepherds of the moun- 
tainside, all this, and much more that the Catholic eye can 
read in yonder Christmas crib may well explain why it was 
that when Jesus Christ came into His own, His own re- 
ceived Him not. Deafened by passion and blinded by sin, 
the devoted slaves of this world’s passing pleasures knew 
not the gift of God and rejected their Deliverer. For them 
was Christ a sign of contradiction—for them was He set for 
ruin unspeakable. 

But not for ruin only but for resurrection was Christ 
born into the world. Some there were, thank God, who em- 
braced the contradictions of Bethlehem, persevered with 
Christ throughout His life of seeming contradictions and 
stood by Him when, crowning contradiction of it all, He 
who had come to set man free, was arrested as a common 
criminal. The Judge of Heaven and earth was hauled be- 
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fore a tribunal of men, tried and condemned. The Author 
of Life was done to death; He who claimed to be sent by 
God was nailed to a cross of shame and between two thieves, 
the outcasts of human society; was flung up before the vul- 
gar gaze of a people that hated Him. In that hour there 
stood by the cross of Jesus, just as years before there had 
knelt at His manger crib, devoted followers, few in num- 
ber, it is true, but strong in their faith in Jesus though suf- 
fering, and warm in their love of Jesus though humiliated 
and abandoned. 

For these who were faithful unto death, for these was 
Christ set for resurrection and for glory, and so has it been 
in every age and every land since that day. Wherever the 
bread of the Gospel of Christ has been broken to hungering 
souls, Christ has been set for a sign of contradiction and out 
of many hearts thoughts have been revealed. In every land 
and every age the Apostles of Christ have told the same 
blessed story of their Master’s birth and life and death. 
They have unfolded to the eyes and minds of a wondering 
world the Divine plan of that most Divine of all works, the 
Redemption of sinful man. They have proclaimed how it 
was that from the beginning a Messiah had been promised 
who was to seek and to save that which was lost, how in the 
fulness of time the Messiah came, clothed in the robes of 
royal poverty, enthroned as never monarch before in the 
midst of pain and suffering, crowned with the princely 
diadem of humiliation, in His hand the golden scepter of 
obedience, while from His presence breathed the costly per- 
fume of meekness, purity, love. In His train walked the 
greatness of earth—lowliness, labor, resignation, patience, 
humility and charity. The messengers of Christ have told 
why it was Our Lord chose this wondrous way of coming 
into the world on the first Christmas Day. He was born in 
poverty, nurtured in obscurity, schooled for thirty years in 
humble obedience, that He might lead a life of toil and 
hardship such as never ruler or subject had lived before; 
that He might be hungry and have the crust of bread 
denied Him; thirsty and the cup of cold water withheld 
from His parched lips; that, poorer than the birds of the 
air and the foxes of the field, He might not have in the days 
of His preaching and healing even the rough straw of a 
stable whereon to lay His sacred head. In His birth He 
was rejected for His humility and His lowliness, because in 
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later days He was to feel the sting of insult and the torture 
of calumny, to taste the bitterness of treachery and drink 
to its very dregs the poisoned cup of man’s ingratitude. 

This is the story that has been told the world of men 
of the life and mission of the little Child whose birthday 
we keep today. How has the world of men received it? 
Long ago the Prophet Isaias answered that question when, 
speaking of the Christ who was to come, he said: “And He 
shall be a sanctification to you; but for a stone of stumbling 
and for a rock of offense to the two houses of Israel.” 
Later, and while Christ was yet but the dear Holy Child of 
Bethlehem, the Holy Spirit had spoken through the mouth 
of Simeon: “This child is set for the ruin and the resurrec- 
tion of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be con- 
tradicted, that out of many hearts thoughts may be re- 
vealed.” So it has come about that at the head of every 
page of human history written since the first Christmas 
Day, there has stood forth the old question of the Gos- 
pels: “What think you of Christ?” As men and families 
and nations have answered that question, so have they lived. 
Today every man and every home and every nation is 
standing beneath the banner of one or the other of two 
hostile armies. For Eternal Wisdom itself has assured us 
that ‘He who is not with me is against me.” 

Christ, we must never forget, is the one unique, dom- 
inating character in the history of mankind. He was born 
for every man and every race and every nation. His birth 
and life and death, His Church and His Sacraments, His 
grace, His teaching and His example were from eternity 
decreed for the ruin or the resurrection of each and every 
human soul. The plans of Almighty God cannot be 
thwarted. The world of His Creation on this Christmas 
Day, as on every day of the past, must stand and does 
stand either with Christ or against Him. In every human 
heart, in every home of man, in every nation of homes, 
Jesus Christ has been born today either for ruin or for 
resurrection. 

For ruin to the individual soul has Christ been set, if 
that soul makes light of the grace of God, of Holy Mass and 
of the Sacraments of the Church; for ruin to the soul of 
that man or woman who is fashioning his life after the 
pattern of this world’s slaves who, at this very moment, 
on the highways and in the byways of earth, are reveling in 
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a joy that is not a Christmas joy, without ever a thought 
on this day of.days of falling down on their knees and 
making a humble prayer to God, without hearkening for a 
moment to the warning of the Prince of the Apostles, to 
heed which is salvation and to be deaf to which is death 
eternal: “There is no other name under heaven given to men 
whereby we must be saved” except the Holy Name of 
Jesus Christ of Bethlehem. For ruin is Christ set for the 
souls of those who have stopped their ears to all but the 
siren call of riches, of honor, and of pride, and hear not 
the voice of God’s holy Commandments: “Thou shalt not 
steal—thou shalt not kill—thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness—thou shalt not commit adultery—thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole 
soul, and with all thy strength and with all thy mind—thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” For these, and for all 
who, scandalized at the lowliness of an Infant King or dis- 
appointed in the teachings of a crucified Conqueror, have 
turned away from Bethlehem’s crib and Calvary’s Cross and 
are seeking this day in the world of impurity, dishonesty, 
injustice, lawless ambition, fraud or avarice for a God to 
lift them up and lead them on to happiness—for all such 
is Christ of Bethlehem set for ruin. 

But what of the rest of mankind? What of the vast 
world of faithful Catholics? What of the countless throngs 
who fill our churches this Christmas Day throughout this 
city and in every city of our country and in every country 
of the Christian world? What of all whose first thought 
it is on Christmas Day to go over with haste to Bethlehem 
and to see the word that is come to pass which the Lord 
hath shown them? What of us, my brethren, whose hearts 
today are thrilled with a joy whose real secret is cradled 
there in the manger with Christ? Oh, these are they for 
whom Christ has been set for resurrection. Such are the 
men and women who always seek for light of mind to know 
what to do and strength of will to do it at the crib or at 
the Cross of Christ. Finding there God’s grace, they go 
their way and, whether in the home or in the office, in 
factory or workshop, at banker’s desk or merchant’s table, 
in the public press or on the platform, everywhere and 
always, no matter what their position or condition of life, 
are glorifying and praising God. How? By obedience to 
His law, fidelity to His grace, reverence for His Holy Name, 
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devotion, unselfish devotion to His sacred cause—the cause 





of our holy religion—the cause of our holy mother, the 
Catholic Church. Yes, and by resignation to God’s holy 
will, no matter how heavy the cross they bear, nor how 
bitter the sorrows and disappointments of their lives; and 
by gratitude for God’s unspeakable goodness in deigning to 
look upon them and to love them. For them and for us 
has the Christ Child been set for resurrection. They and 
we, thanks be to the infinite mercy of God, have not found 
in Christ a sign of contradiction. To them and to us no 
“stumbling stone is He nor rock of scandal,” but the stone 
which the builders of the temple of the world rejected, “the 
same is made for us the head of the corner.” To them and 
to all faithful children of the Church, Christ is honor “unto 
whom coming as to a living stone, we also as living stones 
have been built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.” The crib and the Cross of Christ which to them 
that perish are foolishness, to them that are saved, that is 
to us, are the power of God. 

And the contrast between the elect of God and the will- 
ing servants of the world, the flesh, and the devil; between 
those whom a little Child shall lead along the way of peace 
and salvation and those who walk in the ways of wicked- 
ness; this contrast is as marked today in the life of the 
family as in that of the individual. How many are the 
homes today in which Christ is unknown or, worse still, 
despised! How many where love and tenderness and devo- 
tion—the Christ-like virtues that have made the home a 
sacred place—have been forgotten in the mad craze of 
frivolous men and women for the pleasures of a social life 
that is fast becoming more pagan than that of pagan Rome. 
The sacred bond of Matrimony has fallen from its place 
of honor in the minds of men. ' Though Christ lies here 
today in a cradle of humble straw to proclaim aloud to a 
degenerate people that the marriage contract is a sacred 
thing, that for the Christian it has been elevated by the 
shedding of His precious Blood, to the dignity of a Sacra- 
ment of the New Law of grace, the world laughs His words 
to scorn and goes its way of infidelity, divorce and ruin. 
And the child—that dearest gift of God to the home—how 
often today is the child nothing but an obstacle and a 
hindrance to the pleasure and social ambitions of -worldly- 
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minded parents! How often in so-called Christian homes 
the bread of the sweet doctrine of Christ is not fed to the 
famished souls of the little ones! How many whose tiny 
feet receive no guidance to the crib of their dear little 
Brother, Christ Jesus of Bethlehem! How often are their 
pure hearts and innocent minds needlessly exposed to the 
poisoned atmosphere of a schoolroom where Christ’s sweet 
character is unknown, His Holy Name unspoken! And the 
homes in which the Christ Child of Bethlehem is thus flatly 
and flagrantly contradicted are today strewing our streets 
with the wrecks of one of God’s noblest institutions. For 
such homes and such families has Christ been set for ruin, 
since they will not receive Him and His law. 

But, thank God again, a thousand times be thanked 
His mercy and His goodness—the whole world of Christian 
homes has not been lost to Christ and to His sweet law. 
Countless are the homes, your homes, God grant, my breth- 
ren, and those of the multitudes of faithful, God-fearing 
Catholics like you, for which Christ has been set not for 
ruin but for resurrection. In your homes and theirs the 
splendor of Christian teaching shines forth a marvel to a 
world that cannot understand. With Christ’s birth at 
Bethlehem a new era dawned in the home life of man- 
kind. That era is with us today in the Catholic homes of 
our nation. 

With Christ’s coming among men, new ideals and new 
exemplars were given us; ideals that were Divine, and as 
exemplars God’s own Son, the first and fairest among the 
children of men—the model Child, and that Son’s blessed, 
immaculate Mother, the Queen of all Heaven and earth, 
the crowning glory of womanhood, the model wife and 
mother, and that mother’s chaste and devoted husband, 
Joseph, the Divinely chosen head of the Holy Family on 
earth, the model husband and father. With these ideals 
and these models Christianity has built up homes and fam- 
ilies and is building them today. In every one of them there 
is founded in the foundation a tried stone—a corner-stone, 
a precious stone, a living stone—rejected indeed by men 
but chosen and made honorable by God: Jesus Christ of 
Bethlehem. In those homes, husband and wife are bound 
in love each to each as Mary to Joseph and Joseph to Mary; 
children love and respect and obey their parents as Jesus 
loved, respected and obeyed Mary and Joseph—while par- 
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ents love and guide and teach their children as Mary and 
Joseph loved and guided and taught Jesus. In homes like 
these the parents seek first the Kingdom of God and its 
justice, and the child is taught to do likewise. Here the 
charity of Christ is poured out and the hearts of young and 
old are light and glad because they are pure, the souls of 
parents and children alike grow stronger day by day in 
the love and fear of God, and -in devotion, not to self and 
its interests, but first of all to God, and then to one another 
and to their fellow-men. Only in homes where Christ holds 
the first place, are sheltered the real leaders of men, the 
real philanthropists, the real heroes of the race. 

Parents of homes like these reject the schoolroom 
from which Christ had been rejected, and the teacher to 
whom Christ was perhaps only a mere man among men 
and the Virgin Mother of Bethlehem perhaps an idle legend. 
Yes and in the face of crying injustice, the parents of such 
Catholic families were the men and women who gave of 
their poverty to build the very schoolhouse that was to 
receive their children, and more, oh almost infinitely more! 
such are the fathers and mothers who have given of their 
own flesh and blood the loval, the generous, the devoted, 
the untiring men and women who day after day give their 
very lives to teaching the little ones of Christ, not alone 
the sciences of this world, but the things of Christ and of 
His holy Church. Sons and daughters of parents who have 
modeled their own lives on the lives of Mary and Joseph 
and who have loved to train their children’s first steps to 
walk in the way of the Holy Child, these are the sons and 
daughters who have stood for ages in past history and stand 
today as it were midway between God and man, lifting man 
up to God, bringing God down to man. Brothers and sis- 
ters of homes where the Babe of Bethlehem and the Child 
of Nazareth, Christ Jesus Our Lord, has been the model 
and the first and earliest object of love, these are the men 
and women who are doing today the grand and noble work 
of bringing Christ with all His sweetness and love and 
courage, His charity and patience, His humility and His 
purity into the tender hearts and souls of our children. 
To their work, if to anything, may the world look with hope 
for tomorrow. Oh, truly was Christ set for the resurrec- 
tion, for glory, for a holy pride, for life and happiness eter- 
nal for the homes and the families from which have gone 
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forth into a sinful world the priests, the Brothers and the 
Sisters of the Catholic Church! 

From these homes and these families have gone forth 
the apostles, the missionaries, the messengers of mercy and 
peace and love, to bring individuals and families, yes, and 
nations and empires, under the gentle, loving sway of the 
Christ Child who rules from His manger crib at Bethlehem. 


Glory — Peace— Good Will 


Rev. M. J. AHERN, S.J. 


An address given in the Catholic Truth Period, over Station WNAC, 
Boston, Mass. Reprinted from the Boston Pilot. 


“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men 
of good will” (Luke ii, 14). 


IS, dear friends, is the Christmas message brought 
from Heaven to earth by God’s ambassadors on the 
first Christmas morning. For century after century, God’s 
chosen people he  - pected the coming of Him who was to 
save His peopl >a their sins, Him who was called in 
Hebrew ‘Mess. or “anointed one of God;” or in the 
Greek word whic. we know better “Christos—the Christ.” 
The devout shepherds knew all the traditions regarding 
this “anointed one.” When they heard the Divine embassy 
that “this day is born to you a Saviour who is Christ the 
Lord, in the city of David,” without the least hesitancy 
“after the angels departed from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another: Let us go over to Bethlehem, 
and let us see this word that is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath showed to us. And they came with haste: 
and they found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in 
a manger.” 

“They came with haste.” It was an eager, a loving 
haste, a spirit of devotion, that is to say, an animating spir- 
itual force within their minds and hearts that, based on 
the certain knowledge that they had from their prophets of 
old, now completely fulfilled in the message of the angels, 
urged them on to pledge their allegiance to the Divine In- 
fant—“Come let us adore the Lord—Venite adoremus.” 








GLORY—PEACE—GOOD WILL 495 





Three distinct yet coordinated realities are recognized as 
the ingredients of the spirit of Christmas—one belonging 
to God, two to man. God’s is the glory; man’s is the peace 
that cannot come unless God is glorified, and that peace to 
man is conditional on man’s possession of “good will.” 

The “glory of God” means, as Catholic theology teaches 
us, first of all, God’s intrinsic glory. And God’s intrinsic 
glory is Himself. Let us adopt, as all theologians do, the 
definition of glory of the great St. Augustine, as being “bril- 
liant celebrity with praise.” We must know that, being in- 
finite Intelligence, God can act only for an end worthy of 
His infinite perfection, which end can be none other than 
God Himself. There is no other brilliancy outside the In- 
finite God: there can be then no praise outside of God 
Himself that adds anything to Him; there can be, that is, 
no intrinsic glory to God save in God Himself. “I am the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, saith the 
Lord.” 

But contemplating the infinite ocean of His reality, 
God sees that it can be imitated outside of Himself: that is 
to say, God sees that an order of finite beings, distinct from, 
yet dependent on, His own existence, may be called into 
reality if He so wills. By an act of His will these finite 
existences, the sum total of which we name the created 
universe, were called into existence. In the words of the 
royal Psalmist: “(He spoke and they were made.” It is a 
finite universe, because two infinites are impossible; and it 
is distinct from God, because otherwise it would be at once 
finite and infinite, at once both the creature and the Cre- 
ator. Now this real objective revelation of God the Creator 
in terms of the existence of things in the universe, is what 


we call God’s extrinsic glory. As a great Catholic writer 
has put it: 


As the mirror of the telescope presents an image of the star that 
shines and wheels in the immeasurably remote depths of space, so 
does this world reflect in its own fashion the nature of its Cause, 
between whom and it lies the gulf that separates the finite from the 
Infinite. The telescope, however, knows not the image which its 
surface bears; the eye and the mind of the astronomer must inter- 
vene in order that the significance of the shadow and its relation 
to the substance may be grasped. To praise in the exact sense of 
the term, demands not alone that some excellence be there to be 
manifested, but that there be a mind to acknowledge. The uncon- 
scious testimony of the universe to its Creator is rather potential 
than actual glory. Hence this unconscious glory which the inani- 
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mate universe renders to God is called in the language of theology 
“material glory,” to distinguish it from the “formal glory” which is 
rendered to God by His intelligent creatures. Intelligent creatures 
alone can read the writing in the book of Creation, can understand 
its story, can accept its lessons, and reverently praise the Majesty 
which it reveals. This praise involves not merely intellectual per- 
ception, but also the practical acknowledgment by heart and will 
which issues in obedience and loving service. 


Here then we have the elements of that glory which 
the angels proclaimed was due to God for the birth of 
Christ. The first element is knowledge of God and of God’s 
wonderful created universe. The second element is a paean 
of acknowledgment and admiration at the splendor of God 
and the beauty of His creation. And as it is impossible for 
the human heart to contemplate anything beautiful with- 
out reaching out in desire towards the object, especially 
when that object is a source of priceless benefits to human 
nature, the third element of God’s glory from men is love 
of God, which means obedience and loving service. There 
can be no love without union of wills; and union of wills 
carried into action is nothing else than obedience and lov- 
ing service. 

Of all the realities in the whole history of the universe, 
which have given glory to God, the Incarnation of the Son 
of God in the greatest, the most ineffably mysterious. It 
was foretold by prophet after prophet; as by Isaias: “Be- 
hold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name 
shall be called Emmanuel—God with us.” It was an- 
nounced as imminent when the angel Gabriel said to Mary: 
“Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring 
forth a son; and thou shalt call his name Jesus. Therefore 
also the Holy which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” And it was proclaimed as accomplished on 
Christmas morning; “For this day is born to you a Saviour 
who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David,” Emmanuel— 
God with us; Jesus—Son of God; a Saviour who is Christ 
the Lord; to know Him is the first element of Christmas 
glory. 

Christmas is an empty mockery without a knowledge of 
Christ. And by “knowledge of Christ” I do not mean a 
mere speculative appreciation of Him as a great historical 
figure, which is the emasculated knowledge which is not 
Christian in any sense of the term. I mean the knowledge 
which Christ Himself prayed might be the distinguishing 
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mark of His followers, the knowledge that giveth life eternal. 
You remember His words in that infinitely consoling prayer 
which He uttered at the Last Supper: 

Father, the hour is come, glorify thy son that thy son may 
glorify thee. As thou has given him power over all flesh, that he 
may give eternal life to all whom thou hast given him. Now this is 


eternal life, that they may know thee, the only true God and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent (John xvii, 1-3). 


To know Christ with the knowledge that fructifies unto 
life eternal cannot be merely to speculate, to dream, to 
study; for life is not merely something theoretical, life must 
be practical, life must be dynamic, life must manifest itself 
in action. What action can attain that life eternal except 
obedience to Christ and loving service to Him, the Incarnate 
Son of God? 

This obedience to, and loving service of God is that 
“good will” which brings the peace of God, insuring an 
abiding Christmas joy in our hearts and souls. Indeed, 
that peace can only come as the fruit of that obedience and 
loving service which are the essential elements of good will. 
Peace is not merely a state of quiet, calm, reposeful tran- 
quility, an absence of strife or discord, though all these may 
be and usually are, in some measure at least, the fruits of 
peace. Peace involves reconciliation and union—and how 
can there be union of mind and will with the mind and will 
of God without an active love that manifests itself in 
obedience and service of God? In other words, the good 
will which brings the peace of Christmas is not a gift, it is 
an achievement. We acquire it by repeated acts of virtue; 
we build it up into a good habit in our wills by a sort of 
heavenly architecture according to the plan of God, the 
Supreme Architect, who gives us not merely the plan, but 
supplies the specifications, which are His laws and com- 
mandments. By a kind of Divine philanthropy God even 
gives us His Divine grace that our building may be a super- 
natural masterpiece. ‘You are God’s building,’ says St. 
Paul to the Corinthians; “Know you not that you are the 
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 

There we have the spirit of Christmas in its Divine ful- 
ness—it is the Spirit of God. And as God poured Himself 
out—the expression is again that of St. Paul—so we mani- 
fest our Christmas spirit by pouring ourselves out on those 
we love. I do not refer primarily to the beautiful habit of 
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Christmas giving—that is only a material symbol, after all, 
of the love of our hearts. No, Christmas outpouring of 
love is something spiritual. Really it is a synthesis of all 
the virtues, for in it we find faith, hope, charity; we dis- 
cover prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance, and all 
the other virtues, which are but parts of these seven. We 
can easily realize how any deliberate treason to virtue de- 
stroys the Christmas spirit. For if faith, or hope, or char- 
ity, or prudence, or temperance, or justice, or fortitude dis- 
appear, there is no peace; and with the vanishing of peace 
there vanishes too the Spirit of Christmas. 

On Christmas day every priest in the Catholic Church 
has the privilege of celebrating three Masses. In the Mis- 
sal, which is, as most of you know, the official book con- 
taining all the Masses of the year, the first Mass on Christ- 
mas day is designated as the ‘Mass at Night,” frequently 
said at midnight. The second is the “Mass at Dawn”; the 
third is the “Mass at Daylight.” Of course all three may 
be said at one time, one immediately after the other. In 
their mystical significance the first Mass represents the eter- 
nal birth of Christ in the bosom of the eternal Father—the 
Christmas that was from all eternity. The very first words 
of this midnight Mass—of the part called the Introit— 
indicate this eternal generation of Christ. The words are 
taken from the second Psalm of David; “The Lord hath 
said to me: Thou art my son, this day have I begotten 
thee.” The same Divine generation is indicated in the 
words of the Gradual of the same Mass taken from the 
109th Psalm: “With thee is the principality in the day of 
thy strength; in the brightness of the saints: from the womb 
before the day star I begot thee.” Here, dear friends, is 
the mystery of the Trinity—the source of that intrinsic 
glory which the Father, Son and Holy Ghost proclaim to 
each other from all eternity. The prayer of this Mass is a 
plea that we too may share the joy that emanates from the 
Triune God through Jesus Christ, who is “the true light 
which enlighteneth every man that cometh into this world.” 
Here is the text of the prayer: ““O God, who hast bright- 
ened this most holy night with the shining of the true light, 
grant, we beseech Thee, that we may also taste in heaven 
His joys whose mystical light we have known on earth.” 

The second Mass on Christmas symbolizes the temporal 
birth of Christ in the stable of Bethlehem. And the Introit 
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gives us the theme of this symbolism from the ninth chapter 
of Isaias: “The people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light: to them that dwelt in the region of the shadow 
of death, light is risen. For a child is born to us, and a son 
is given to us, and the government is upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, the Father 
of the world to come, the Prince of Peace.” The prayer of 
this second Mass asks that the faith that we have in the 
Prince of Peace may show itself in our deeds, in the good 
will, that is, which we have already meditated this after- 
noon. Here is the prayer of this second Mass: “Grant, we 
beseech Thee, O Almighty God, that we, who are filled 
with the new light of Thine Incarnate Word, may show 
forth in our deeds that which by faith shineth in our minds.” 

The third Christmas Mass symbolizes the spiritual birth 
of Christ in the souls of the Faithful—the perpetual Christ- 
mas in a soul at peace with God. The Introit is formed 
from the same words of Isaias as in the second Mass: “A 
child is born to us and a son is given to us: and the gov- 
ernment is on his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
the Angel of the great Council”—the Supreme Messenger 
(the word angel means “messenger’’)—sent to bring the su- 
preme tidings of salvation to free mankind hitherto enslaved 
beneath the yoke of sin. This liberty of the children of God 
is begged from God in the following prayer: “Grant, we be- 
seech Thee, O Almighty God, that the new birth in the 
flesh of Thine only-begotten Son may deliver us whom 
ancient servitude doth keep under the yoke of sin.” Christ’s 
salvation come to man is described in several other parts of 
this Mass in the words of the ninety-seventh Psalm: ‘The 
Lord has made known his salvation: he hath revealed his 
justice in the sight of the Gentiles. He hath remembered 
his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel.” 

Dear friends, I have striven to interpret for you, at 
least faintly, the heavenly charter of Christmas joy: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of 
good will.” Shall we not fill our hearts and souls with this 
Christmas spirit, and when we say to each other “A Merry 
Christmas” let us make it a prayer. The real meaning of 
the word merry is not ribaldry, or dissipation, or any 
merely worldly pleasure; it means joy of the heart and 
soul—the peace that passeth all understanding in the love 
of the Divine Infant of Bethlehem. 
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Let me close by reading the solemn announcement of 
the Christmas festival which is read in every convent, in 
every monastery, in every canonical choir, by every priest 
of the Catholic Church the world over on Christmas Eve: 

In the year, from the creation of the world, when in the 
beginning God created heaven and earth, five thousand, one 
hundred and ninety-nine; from the flood two thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-seven; from the birth of Abraham two 
thousand and fifteen; from Moses and the coming of the 
Israelites out of Egypt one thousand five hundred and ten; 
from the anointing of King David one thousand and thirty- 
two; in the sixty-fifth week according to the prophecy of 
Daniel; in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; in 
the year seven hundred and fifty-two from the founding of 
the City of Rome; in the forty-second year of the Empire 
of Octavian Augustus, when the whole world was at peace, 
in the sixth age of the world; Jesus Christ Eternal God and 
Son of the Eternal Father, desirous to sanctify the world 
by his most merciful coming, having been conceived of the 
Holy Ghost and nine months having elapsed since his con- 
ception, is born in Bethlehem of Juda, having become man 
of the Virgin Mary. 

The Nativity of Our Lorp Jesus CHRIST 
according to the flesh. 


A Christmas Letter 


Rt. Rev. JoHN F. Nott, D.D. 
A Pastoral on the Christmas spirit by the Bishop of Fort Wayne. 


“The grace of God our Savjour hath appeared to all 
men; instructing us to live soberly, and justly and godly in 
this world” (Tit. ti, 11, 12). 


HE Incarnation of the Eternal Son of God was designed, 

in the words of St. John the Apostle, “to give glory to 
God, and to bring peace to men on earth.” 

His infinite abasement and atonement had the retro- 

active effect of repairing the injury done to the honor of God 

by the protoparent of the human race. In defying infinite 
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majesty all humanity had incurred guilt which could be re- 
moved only by an infinite reparation on the part of a Sa- 
viour, “who was Christ the Lord.” 

With Heaven’s gates barred against him, conscious that 
he was “conceived in inquity,” with the image of his Creator 
effaced from his soul, and that he was deprived of all hope 
of attaining unto the beatitude for which he was created, 
how could man enjoy peace on earth? 

But “tidings of great joy” were announced “to all the 
people” near the little town of Bethlehem in Judea, 1929 
years ago, “by the coming of the glory of the great God, 
and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and might cleanse 
to Himself a people acceptable.” On that day “the good- 
ness and kindness of God our Saviour appeared, not by 
the works of justice which we have done, but according to 
His mercy .. . that we may be heirs, according to hope of 
life everlasting.” 

The approaching feast of Christmas, or of the Nativity 
in human form of the Second Person of the Most Blessed 
Trinity, commemorates the reconciliation between Heaven 
and earth, between God and man; it teaches a hundred 
times more forcibly than human language could portray the 
worth of the human soul, the heinousness of sin, the value 
of the supernatural life, the profundity of the love of God 
for us. 

But we must not be affected by the error so widespread 
in the world today, that the mere advent of the Son of 
God, or even the infinite atonement He offered, guarantees 
salvation to those who believe in Him and trust in His 
merits as Saviour. Our salvation is no more assured by the 
intervention of the “Word made Flesh” than Adam’s salva- 
tion was assured by all the gifts and graces which he re- 
ceived and by the nearness with which, before his fall, he 
was associated with his Creator in Eden. 

Adam’s salvation was made possible by his creation in 
the supernatural order, and by the powerful actual graces 
with which he was supported. So, after the coming of 
Christ, our salvation is made possible by the opening of the 
gates of Heaven, by the institution of Sacraments through 
which the supernatural life is restored to the soul and by 
which it may be preserved, as well as by those lights and 
that strength of the Holy Spirit which render easy the ob- 
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servance of the Commandments. We are told by the 
Apostle that we must “live soberly and justly and godly in 
this world” even after our souls will have been subjected 
to the “laver of regeneration and renovation of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

These things are all emphasized in the Epistles and 
Gospels assigned to the three Masses of Christmas. The 
necessity of observing the Commandments as well as of 
faith is clearly expressed in the Epistle assigned to the first 
Mass of Christmas. The necessity of baptism, of the super- 
natural life, and of the assistance of the Holy Ghost, are 
forcibly told in the Epistle of the second Mass of Christ- 
mas. The necessity of hearkening to Christ as teacher, and 
of accepting His kingship, are noted in the Epistle assigned 
to the third Mass. 

If all the world celebrates a feast to commemorate the 
“goodness and kindness of God our Saviour,” then good- 
ness and generosity should be reciprocated by all who ob- 
serve the great feast. Most people, however, are distin- 
guished by their selfishness; they are alert to every oppor- 
tunity to receive while they are prone to shirk every oppor- 
tunity to give. In His infinite generosity God could not 
have given us more than His beloved Son; and the Son of 
God, in His infinite generosity, could not have given us more 
than He did when He sacrificed His life for us. Whatever 
we might given in return will be little indeed by com- 
parison. 

Everybody gives something on Christmas Day. The 
wealthy give expensive gifts to members of their families, 
but, oh, how little, to those who are in dire need! The 
pulpit appeal to all Catholics in the Diocese of Fort Wayne 
on the Sunday before Christmas has, from the days of its 
first Bishop, been in behalf of those who have no parents to 
remember them, who, throughout the year, are dependent 
on charity for everything they eat, for everything they wear, 
for their schooling and training, for the institution which 
houses them, for the fuel which warms them. The com- 
mon people of the diocese have always remembered the or- 
phans, though possibly not as well as they would if they 
realized the merit of the charity bestowed. But Catholics 
of means have never done their full duty. How many of 
the wealthy have ever given to the orphans an amount 
equal to the income of a single day? Time and again, 
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after death will have taken father or mother from four, 
five or six little ones, the pastor is called on to place the 
waifs in the Orphan Asylum. How grand it would be if 
some person, who could afford it, would become an adoptive 
parent of at least one such orphan, paying for its main- 
tenance one year at a time on the occasion of the Christmas 
collection! 

Christ says: “he that receiveth one such little child in 
my name, receiveth me”; and His Apostle tells us that one 
of the evidences of religion undefiled is “to visit the father- 
less in their tribulation.” 

Wealthy people generally, who have faith, should be 
very generous to at least some of the many great interests 
of God in this world, because there is no better way to get 
than to give. The man of faith certainly needs no proof 
that God will not permit Himself to be outdone in gen- 
erosity. Religious institutions would thrive, and so would 
Catholic business men, if the latter agreed at the beginning 
of every year to give, say ten per cent of their net profits 
to God. We would recommend that they make such a 
bargain with their God and convince themselves whether 
they will be any the poorer for it. 

Of course, your Christmas joy will not be complete, no 
matter how much of your material possessions you might 
share with others, if you will not have purified your hearts 
by repentance, and enriched your souls by a most worthy 
reception of Holy Communion on Christmas morn. 

Greeting you according to the Christmas custom, I im- 
plore the Saviour that the Church’s Christmas prayer may 
be realized in your behalf. 
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